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LEAH DADE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends of SSYC,

On behalf of the entire Second Street Youth Center team, I would like to welcome you to this monumental evening. 
An evening where we acknowledge and celebrate over five decades of commitment to changing the landscape of our 
community, through educating children and servicing families in Plainfield. 

President Barack Obama once said “the future belongs to young people with an education and the imagination to
create.”  This is our charge at SSYC.  Each day that a child walks in our doors, they are promised hours of educational support
and comprehensive care for their mind, body and spirit. This can only be accomplished through the dedication and commitment
of our entire educational team.  Every member of our 55-person team nurtures the whole student and provides them with
the tools not only to succeed in the classroom, but to succeed emotionally and socially to meet the demands of today’s society.
So tonight is also about celebrating this amazing team that works tirelessly daily and to them I say thank you.

It is also about celebrating the collaborations that have enabled this organization to thrive for more than five decades.  First
thank you to our Board for its visionary leadership. Thank you to all of our partners, inclusive of the State of New Jersey, Union
County, the City of Plainfield, the Plainfield Public Schools and all of our private partners, some of whom are with us this
evening.  It was the years of partnerships that brought us to a pivotal historic moment, one we could only have imagined on
September 17, 2018, when we cut the ribbon on our new state of the art early childhood education  center. 

It would be impossible to acknowledge everyone who has played a critical role in our history this evening, as there have been
so many.  So tonight, we take time to reflect and recognize five individuals who truly symbolize the essence of our collaborations
and the mission of SSYC. I would like to thank you all for sharing in our celebration this evening.  Finally, I must say “To God Be
All The Glory For The Great Things He Has Done And Will Continue To Do Through Second Street Youth Center.”

May God Bless You All

Leah Dade
Executive Director

May God Bless You All

Leah Dade



REV. RON THOMAS

MESSAGE FROM BOARD PRESIDENT 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, our gala committee, and the entire staff at Second Street Youth Center, I would
like to thank you for joining us as we celebrate our Golden Anniversary commemorating over 50 Years of “Transforming
Lives and Building Communities.”  

This gala is a true celebration of our past, present, and future. It is an opportunity to honor those who through their personal
and professional accomplishments have demonstrated their commitment to early childhood education. It is a chance to
acknowledge those who created programs that expanded SSYC’s reach to elementary, middle school and high school 
children. It is also a time to take a glimpse into our future from our new state-of-the-art building and deliver a charge to
those who will help us sustain and continue to grow our role as an anchor institution in the Plainfield community. 

In the spirit of celebration, we would like to acknowledge each of you for making this a memorable event for years to come.
We extend a special thanks to all of our gala sponsors. Your contributions are invaluable to the organization and will be used
to expand our STEM and STEAM programs, and to continue to provide social services to families and the community.

We are proud of the accomplishments of the organization over the past 50 years and recognize that we could not have 
delivered on our mission without the support of our donors, sponsors, contractors, government allies, residents, partner
providers, staff and board. We look forward to your continued partnership in helping SSYC grow and thrive.

Rev. Ron Thomas
President, Board of Trustees
Second Street Youth Center, Inc.
Plainfield, NJ 07063

Blessings,





Our vision for the future of New Jersey is one where 

we use less energy and the energy is cleaner, more 

reliable, more resilient and affordable.

We have the energy to make things better
[  ... for you, for our communities and for the environment.  ]

www.pseg.com

We make things work for you.



Congratulations to tonight’s Early Childhood Innovation honoree,

Rev. Ronald Thomas,
for his dedication and contributions to the 

field of early childhood education.

Shirley Ann Jackson, Ph.D.

President 

Professor of Physics, Applied Physics, and Astronomy

Professor of Engineering Sciences

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Morris Washington, Ph.D.

Professor of Practice, Physics, Applied Physics, and Astronomy

Associate Director, Center for Materials, Devices, 

and Integrated Systems

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute



LIZ BLACK

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

Liz brings sunshine, happiness, and pure elation to massive listeners throughout the NY/NJ/CT Tri-State area on Sunday
Mornings on 107.5 WBLS NY’s only R&B station 7am-8am and 1190 WLIB NY’s only 24 hour gospel station 12pm-3pm. She is
a 2012 & 2014 & 2017 Stellar award nominee for “Radio Personality of the Year”, but in 2018 she was named Stellar Award
winner for radio personality of the year. She can also be heard Mon-Fri 7pm-midnight on Christian radio station WMCA
570am.  Liz has currently connected with The Ekahya Youth Project in helping mentally challenged youth and their parents
deal with daily crisis. She was the voice for BET’s gospel show “Joyful Noise” which was hosted by Tye Tribbett. She is the
2018 radio host of the year and radio announcer of the year recipient for the  Spin Award. Liz has been named the Midday
host for “Inspirations with Liz Black’ a syndicated show on the American Urban Radio Inspiration Network. She is also the
producer and host of a new 90 sec syndicated news and entertainment segment on Superadio. 

Born in New York, Liz’ journey into the entertainment arena is rooted in her gift of gab. Since she was a toddler, Liz was very
vocal and by the age of 5 she’d already developed a passion for emceeing talent shows and other events.  

Liz started her career as a model appearing, in TV commercials and Billboard ads. She eventually became a member of the
Screen Actors Guild and began to audition for various television roles.  She appeared in VaShawn Mitchell’s “Nobody Greater”
music video and has hosted Gospel Amateur Night at the world famous Apollo Theater. 

In 1990 Liz began the second phase of her life when she accepted Christ as her Lord and Savior and committed herself to
the ministry of kingdom building.  Shortly after her spiritual rebirth, Liz began honing her “talking” skills while touring with
the Al Dixon Life Games - a group of athletes determined to make a difference in the lives of young people. In 2001 Liz
founded New Mercies Café, a Gospel Experience & Showcase (www.LizBlack.com).  From New Mercies Café the very popular
Liz Black & Friends Gospel Variety Showwas spun-off.  For nearly four years Liz ran an internet radio station which she started
in 2002 when the concept wasn’t even popular.  The station had regular listeners in 98 countries.  

Liz has worked with the likes of radio veteran Kevin Cottrell of Salem Communications, Donnie McClurkin and Hezekiah
Walker.  She has hosted KISS Inspirations (98.7-KISS FM), The Yolanda Adams Morning Show, Entertainment News 970am,
and Bishop Hezekiah Walker’s Afternoon Praise 1190am.

She is the founder of the Gospel Artist Network (www.gospelartistnetwork.net), which she established as a means to mentor
independent artists. Liz is also proud of her yearly coat drive which has been sponsored by companies like Kmart and Sears. 
Liz is the 2013 recipient of the Woman of Excellence Award from Rev. Al Sharpton’s The National Action Network Woman’s
auxiliary. She is also the 2018 winner of a Spin Award for Radio Personality of the year and Host of the year.

Liz’s favorite scripture is Philippians 4:13 “I can do everything through Christ who strengthens me.” Liz uses this scripture as
her mantra as she goes about her daily ministry of talking to the masses. For booking info call 747-777-6134 or email
info@lizblacklive.com. All social media Lizblacklive.



DONALD PARKER
PRESIDENT & CEO
PRO ENTERTAINMENT SOLUTIONS

ENTERTAINMENT
THE BROTHERS 2+2 BAND

The Brothers 2+2 Band started as a teen-aged band back in the late 1970’s with 2 sets of brothers which is where
the name originated from. But as the band evolved and gained additional members they decided to keep the
name due to its gained notoriety and let the additional members be added features of the core group. 

Today, The Brothers 2+2 Band has become the house band of numerous annual events & some clients for over 
15 years and their client base continues to grow with every performance. The Repertoire of this band is enormous
and requires them to customize their playlists based on the submitted music requests upon booking. For this
reason, The Brothers 2+2 Band can perform for all occasions and they play a wide variety & genre of music which
includes R&B, Rock, Club, House, Country, Reggae, Calypso, Gospel & whatever is not on their list they are versatile
enough to learn. They also come with a DJ for continuous music during breaks.

This Band’s years of performance experience has allowed them to be experts at assessing the crowd and 
performing the right songs at the right times to keep the dance floor packed all night long. This is why Second
Street Youth Center has selected this group as their number choice for tonight’s Golden Anniversary Gala. 



THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SPONSORS

AT THE TIME OF PRINTING; OUR SINCERE THANKS TO THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED AFTER PRESS TIME

STEM Sponsor

Fidelity National Title
J Martin Production

Raghu Srinivasan & Associates, P.A.
Valley National Bank

ROBOTIC Sponsor

Full STEAM AHEAD Sponsor

The Thomas Family 
The Have Mercy Ministry Fund 

Lakeland Bank



What We Live By
It is the intention and purpose of SSYC to promote the interest,
welfare, educational and social development of all children in the
Plainfield, NJ community by actively working to create an 
environment that will nurture and shape their growth. 

Our CORE VALUE is to develop children’s competency,
self-esteem and self-reliance through opportunities to make
choices, experiment, create, imagine and inquire. We provide 
programs and events to improve and strengthen the lives of the
families and the community we serve.

Our MISSION SSYC is a multi-purpose agency serving the
Plainfield Community since 1967, dedicated to growth: intellectually,
emotionally, physically, and socially of youth and families in our
community .



Plainfield Central Business District Management Corporation
131A North Avenue  ● Plainfield, NJ 07060  ●  908.644.2374 ● msabrevard@gmail.com
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CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo  MMss..  DDaaddee  aanndd!!
tthhee  eennttiirree  SSeeccoonndd  SSttrreeeett  YYoouutthh!!

CCeenntteerr  ffaammiillyy  ffoorr  yyoouurr  5500  yyeeaarrss!!
ooff  ttrreemmeennddoouuss  sseerrvviiccee  ttoo!!

PPllaaiinnffiieelldd’’ss  yyoouunngg..    YYoouurr!!
ddeeddiiccaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  oouurr!!
ffuuttuurree  iiss  aa  pprriicceelleessss  iinnvveessttmmeenntt  tthhaatt!!

ppaayyss  pphheennoommeennaall  ddiivviiddeennddss..!!
TThhaannkk  yyoouu!!!!

Antoinette Brevard, Executive Director
Jeff Spelman, President

Donna Albanese, Vice President
Mario Camino, Treasurer

  yy !!
Antoinette Brevard, Executive Director

Jeff Spelman, President
Donna Albanese, Vice President

Mario Camino, Treasurer

Congratulations to Ms.Dade and 
the entire Second Street Youth

Center family for your 50 years
of tremendous service to 
Plainfield’s youth. Your

dedication to the development of our
future is a priceless investment that 

pays phenomenal dividends.
Thank you!



PROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAM

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES
Liz Black
WBLS 107.5

WELCOME 
Leah Dade

Executive Director, SSYC

Mayor Adrian O. Mapp
City of Plainfield

INVOCATION
Dr. Mamie Bridgeforth, Pastor 

Faith Christian Center

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Gabriel & Gavin DeJesus

SSYC Students

MUSICAL SELECTION
Councilman

Barry N. Goode

HONOREES
Honorary Chair

Assemblywoman Linda S. Carter
22nd Legislative District

Union | Somerset | Middlesex Counties

Early Childhood Legacy
First Lady Tammy Snyder Murphy

Office of the Governor 

Early Childhood Visionary
Ms. Rosalin Petrucci

Director for J.G. Petrucci Company Inc.

Early Childhood Innovation
Rev. Ronald C. Thomas

SSYC Board President & Fountain Baptist Church 

Ms. Sandra L. Martin
Retiree, Plainfield Board of Education

CLOSING REMARKS 
Rev. Ronald C. Thomas

SSYC Board President & Fountain Baptist Church

GALA ENTERTAINMENT 
The Brothers 2+2 Band





FIRST COURSE 
Greek Salad 

Romaine, Mixed Greens, Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Kalamata Olives, Shaved Red Onion and
Feta Tossed in Our Homemade Greek Vinaigrette Dressing 

SECOND COURSE 
Choice

Chicken Margarita
French Chicken Breast Stuffed with Fresh Homemade Mozzarella Cheese, 

Tomatoes and Fresh Basil Served with Rosa Cheese Ravioli 

Beef Short Ribs
Braised Slow Roasted Beef Short Ribs with a Roasted Gardenier of Vegetables 

Served Over Garlic Mashed Potatoes then finished with a Demi Glaze

Bruschetta Salmon 
Tomato, Onion, Garlic and Basil Topping

DESSERT
Cake 

Beer, Wine & Champagne
Freshly Brewed Coffee {Regular and Decaffeinated} and Assorted Teas

DINNER MENUDINNER MENUDINNER MENU





ASSEMBLYWOMAN 
LINDA S. CARTER

HONORARY CHAIR HONOREE

Linda Carter, affectionately known as “New Jersey’s Wonder Woman” has spent her entire career fighting for the 
underprivileged and middle-class communities. She has served locally for nearly two decades, as a member of the
Plainfield City Council and as a member of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders – earning a reputation as
a bold progressive, and pragmatic trailblazer willing to take on a wide array of challenges that affect her communities.
On May 24, 2018, Linda Carter, a lifelong resident of the City of Plainfield, was appointed to serve as a member of the
New Jersey General Assembly representing the 22nd Legislative District, comprised of Union, Middlesex & Somerset
Counties to fill the vacancy caused by the late Assemblyman Gerald B. Green. Shortly thereafter, Assemblywoman
Linda Carter was elected at a special election held on November 6, 2018, to fill the unexpired term.  She currently
serves on the Science, Innovation, and Technology Committee, the Telecommunications and Utilities Committee, the
Law & Public Safety Committee and was recently selected to serve on the New Jersey Legislative Black Caucus 2020
Census Reapportion Policy Committee.  The youngest of her siblings, she graduated from the University of Maryland,
Eastern Shore where she earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration. Assemblywoman Carter
also holds a Master of Science degree in Management, Information Management from Stevens Institute of Technology
in Hoboken. 

As a member of the Plainfield City Council representing the First and Fourth wards, Linda Carter served as a liaison
to the Housing Authority, Board of Education,  Cable Advisory Board, Chair of the Public Safety Committee and 
Neighborhood and City Services Committee. She served as Chair of the Committee of the whole and was quickly 
elevated to lead the Governing Body as Plainfield City Council President. 

As a three-term member of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Linda Carter has served on a host of committees --
including the County’s Fiscal Committee which oversaw a half a billion dollar budget, the Homeland Security Committee
which partnered with federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies that help monitor the NY/NJ Port Authorities 
and the Shared Services Committee which help to find innovates ways for local government agencies in Union County to
combined services to save tax dollars. She also served as Vice-Chairman of the Freeholder Board and became the first
African American female to serve as Chairman of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. 

With a focus on assisting youths and seniors, Assemblywoman Carter has received numerous awards. She has been
a volunteer mentor and a Big Sister and has helped to ensure that homeless persons receive food. 

Currently, Assemblywoman Carter is employed by the Passaic Board of Education as a High School Business Education
Teacher. Prior to her career in education, she worked at AT&T in Access Management of the CFO Division, and as 
Portfolio Asset Manager for AT&T Credit Communication.



FIRST LADY
TAMMY SNYDER MURPHY

EARLY CHILDHOOD LEGACY HONOREE

Born in 1965, Tammy Snyder Murphy is a native of Virginia and a graduate of the University of Virginia (B.A., English
and Communications, 1987). She and her family reside in Monmouth County, New Jersey.

Tammy and New Jersey Governor Philip D. Murphy have been married for 25 years and together have four children:
Josh, Emma, Charlie, and Sam. A transformative experience for the Murphy family was proudly representing the
United States in the Federal Republic of Germany from 2009 to 2013. Tammy, individually and together with her 
husband, spoke and led on behalf of the United States of America. She chaired meetings, gave speeches, and hosted
meals and receptions, strengthening our nation’s relationship with a critical ally while impacting the lives of thousands
of Germans and Americans.

Upon returning to New Jersey, Tammy and Phil realized that the incredible state they call home needed bold new
leadership. Together, they founded a think tank to explore ways to help grow the middle class and jumpstart New
Jersey’s economy. During the campaign, transition, and now as First Lady, Tammy has been energized and inspired
traveling the state and meeting New Jerseyans to hear their concerns, utilizing her experience in the private and 
nonprofit sectors to work through policy ideas and solutions.

Over the years, Tammy has worked with non-profits, a think-tank, and other organizations focused on the environment,
education, health care, youth and family services, as well as the arts and trans-Atlantic relations. She currently 
serves as Secretary and charter member of The Climate Reality Action Fund, an organization founded by former 
Vice-President Al Gore. Tammy previously worked in finance in the United States and Europe and has traveled 
extensively throughout the world living overseas in each of London, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, and Berlin. She speaks
German and some Italian.

As First Lady, Tammy’s policy initiatives focus on infant and maternal health, climate change education, and fostering
women-owned businesses throughout New Jersey. She has worked to create Family Festivals across the state to 
increase access to resources for mothers, children, and families; worked with the New Jersey Department of Education
to incorporate climate change throughout the K-12 state education guidelines to better prepare our students for the
future economy; and partnered with the New Jersey Economic Development Authority to increase angel investing
in women-led businesses. She continues to be a partner to Phil as he works with Lieutenant Governor Sheila Oliver to
tackle the formidable challenges facing New Jersey and its incredible residents





Mayor Adrian O. Mapp & First Lady Amelia Mapp



Rev. Ronald C. Thomas, President 

Delrecole Gales, Vice President 

Deborah Thomas, Secretary 

Marie Ruff Jordan-Prater, Treasurer 

Alethea Batts, Trustee

Dr. Reginald Davenport, Trustee 

Stephanie Frazier, Trustee 

Dawne Harris, Trustee 

Regina A. Reeder, Trustee

Kosi Remy, Trustee

John H. Schmidt Jr., Trustee 

Yvonne A. Watts, Trustee 

Deborah Douglas Wright, Trustee

Second Street Youth Center
Golden Anniversary Gala

Celebrating Over 50 Years Of transfOrming lives & building COmmunities

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Second Street Youth Center Board of Trustees 
is Proud to be a part of an organization that has provided over 

50 Years of Services to children and families in the Plainfield Community

 



Business Counsel • Employee Bene its • Employment Law •  

Family Law • Wills, Trusts & Estates • Elder Law



Congratulations to 
Second Street Youth Center 

as you celebrate your 
Golden Anniversary!

Thank you for all that you pour into
the lives of children and families.

in lOving memOrY Of dr. luCille COle thOmas

rev. rOnald thOmas & the thOmas familY



In the 70 years since our founders established it as our mission, 
HBK has grown by expanding our services to accommodate 
our clients’ changing needs. Today, we offer many resources 
as one of the nation’s largest independent accounting firms, 

including the varied expertise of more than 500 professionals.

        
   

            
         

         
         

        

100 Walnut Avenue, Suite 103 | Clark, NJ 07066
732-381-8887  | hbkcpa.com



TheBestSource
for Early Childhood

Products and Services

Chris Cottino 
Territory Manager, New Jersey
1-800-334-2014, ext. 5015
ccottino@kaplanco.com

Educational Materials for Birth 
through Elementary

Technology designed for how 
children learn

Quality Wooden Furniture

Turnkey Playground design and 
installation

Professional Development—
Online & Onsite

Kaplan Truck Delivery & 
Classroom Setup

Quality Wooden Furnitu

1 - 8 0 0 - 3 3 4 - 2 0 1 4  •  w w w . k a p l a n c o . c o m



Congratulates

SECOND STREET YOUTH CENTER

and it’s

Executive Director 
LEAH DADE

For their dedication to the
Plainfield Community

The Have Mercy 
Ministry Fund

May God Continue to Bless all of your great work! 







ROSALIN PETRUCCI

EARLY CHILDHOOD VISIONARY HONOREE

ROSALIN PETRUCCI
908.730.6909
rpetrucci@jgpetrucci.com

With more than 30 years of experience in the industry, Rosalin Petrucci is an accomplished real estate entrepreneur.
She currently serves as Director for J.G. Petrucci Company Inc. Rosalin has guided several build-to-suit projects for
educational facilities from site selection through final completion as well as several other projects in the New Jersey
and Pennsylvania markets.

Rosalin’s professional experience includes roles as manager and marketing director for various real estate and 
development offices, zoning board chairperson and instructor on fair housing and diversity training policies. Rosalin
has been the recipient of various awards in her field including recognition by the Women’s Fund of New Jersey as
one of twenty-three top women of real estate. In addition, Rosalin maintains strong relationships with economic 
development professionals in both New Jersey and Pennsylvania markets and contacts on all levels of government.
She also supports various non-profit organizations and dedicates her time to numerous organizations designed to
further the education and enhance the quality of life for individuals and families.

Rosalin is currently a member of CREW NATIONAL NETWORK (Commercial Real Estate Women), CREW New Jersey,
is one of the founding members of CREW Lehigh Valley (PA), NAIOP NJ and Past President of the Economic 
Development Association of NJ (EDANJ). She is a board member for the Sustainable Somerset Committee (Somerset
Business Partnership Chamber) and the Environmental & Architectural Committee for Central Bucks County, PA. She
has previously served on the board for the Greater Lehigh Valley Easton Chamber of Commerce and the Good 
Shepherd Rehabilitation Network Board.

Rosalin has received many prestigious awards including the 2014 Celebration of Citizen Leadership dinner for The 
Citizens Campaign, Athena International Award in October 2011, 2013 Legacy Award for NAIOP NJ, 2013 Mustard Seed
Award for Crew Lehigh Valley, and the 2017 Lehigh Valley Business Lifetime Achievement Award.



RONALD C. THOMAS

EARLY CHILDHOOD INNOVATION HONOREE

Ronald C. Thomas is an Associate Minister at Fountain Baptist Church of Summit NJ where Rev. Dr. J. Michael Sanders is
his Pastor.  Rev. Thomas’ ministry includes Prison and Reentry Ministry Coordinator, the Boys Rites of Passage core team,
Scholarship and Men’s Ministries. He is a Christian services volunteer at Talbot Hall, a New Jersey Department of Corrections
assessment center and a Bible study Instructor at Market Street Mission, a substance abuse recovery center. Rev. Thomas
serves on the Union County Re-entry Task Force, a county-wide initiative chaired by NJ State Parole Board and the Urban
League of Union County, which coordinates the public and private response to the needs of returning citizens.  

He serves as a faith community liaison for the Urban League Reconnections reentry program and is an instructor and
coordinator for their mentoring program. He developed a mentor training curriculum to prepare men and women
to help the returning citizens to transition into a productive role with their children, families and communities. He is
also a member of the Union County Fatherhood Initiative Coalition.  

He presently serves as President of the Second Street Youth Center (Plainfield) Board of Trustees and as President of
the Board of Trustees of Homefirst Interfaith Housing and Family Services, a provider of housing and support services
for the homeless in Union County.  In these capacities, he has assisted both organizations with board development,
governance, strategic planning and financial management. 

He is a member of the Lott Carey Foreign Mission Convention which supports various missions throughout the world.
He has traveled with his church to Africa on several mission trips to South Africa and Kenya.  In 2011, he was part of an
educational, medical and ministry mission to Kenya where ministers from both countries came together for study
and evangelism in several villages. 

Rev. Thomas is a graduate of Palmer Theological Seminary where he received the Diploma of Pastoral Studies. 

Professional Experience
Mr. Thomas has over forty years of varied and substantial executive management experience in marketing, business
development, engineering and operations for military, government and private sector markets with related financial
responsibilities.  He is a senior-level executive with experience in developing and implementing strategic plans for
market growth and managing and improving operations to meet and exceed performance goals.  He currently is a
special projects executive for a security systems manufacturer.

He has undergraduate and graduate degrees in electrical engineering and is a certified Project Management Professional. 

Rev. Thomas resides in Union County with his wife, Deborah and has two daughters, a son, two granddaughters and
three grandsons.



SANDRA L. MARTIN

EARLY CHILDHOOD INNOVATION HONOREE

Sandra L. Martin was born and raised in Plainfield, New Jersey to the late Alfred and Dartha Ruff. Sandra has seven
adopted children (2) daughters and (5) son’s and (1) sister.  

Sandra has spent most of her adult life working with the at risk youth in Plainfield.  Sandra shared deep passion for
children and worked endlessly to see that they would receive the most out of life.  As a family liaison for the Plainfield
School District Sandra worked effortlessly with parents and students to bridge the gap between home, school and
the community. 

Because of the love Sandra had for the youth and violence that was plaguing the Plainfield community Sandra L.
Martin and co-worker/ friend Yvonne Watts started a gang awareness group that used to meet once a week at Second
Street Youth Center.  This group hosted troubled teens from the city boys and girls alike and hold workshops for the
children regarding the importance of school and gang awareness. 

Through this the Teen Resource Center was established.  The children would meet twice a week to talk and just have
a place to go.  At these meeting the children would receive a full course meal cooked by Sandra.  Various organizations
would come out and speak to the youth like Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, N.O.B.L.E., Jack and Jill Organization to name
a few. They also had students from Rutgers come and tutor the children in various subjects and they also helped with
homework and school projects.

To broaden the children’s horizon Sandra Martin and the late Tanya Morgan acquired funds to send the children on
trips that they never would have taken with their families.  The children experienced trips to Great Wolf Lodge, Kings
Dominion, Liberty Science Center, Nets Basketball Games, Disney on Ice and the biggest trip of them all was Walt
Disney World in Florida.

Sandra was educated in the Plainfield School District where she received her high school diploma. Sandra entered
the work field right after high school and at an older age she returned to school obtaining and Associates Degree in
Criminal Justice from Union County College in Cranford, NJ.  She didn’t stop there she then enrolled in Kean University
where she graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice.

Sandra has since retired and relocated to Rocky Mt., North Carolina. Since she has a great love for the youth in her
spare time she is a substitute teacher for the Rocky Mt. school district.



Main Office: 6 Westbelt • Wayne, NJ 07470 • 973-672-9400 Capital Region: 105 Quist Road • Amsterdam, NJ 12010 • 518-770-1900



“Best in class, direct-sourced, and market-driven real estate
development and investment firm with a social mission.”

Nana Duncan
155 Prospect Avenue, Suite 204 • West Orange, NJ 07052

(646) 761-1359



Raghu Srinivasan & Associates

THE REMY TEAM AT FIDELITY NATIONAL TITLE

Proudly Supports the success of 
ssYC, td+Partners, J.g. Petrucci and nee Plata law!!



  
  
 

Email: clarenceba@gmail.com
Website: www.barryaustinlaw.com

 
 

    
 

   

MEMBER OF NJ AND NY BARS • CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY

Selected to the New Jersey Super Lawyers List 
for the tenth consecutive year

Practice limited to personal injury and other civil litigation matters

IN PRACTICE FOR OVER 35 YEARS — EXPERIENCE MATTERS!

LAW OFFICE OF
CLARENCE  

BARRY-AUSTIN, P.C.

 
 

 
 

    
 

   

          

        
    

         

        

  
  
 

 
 

 
 

    
 

   

          

        
    

         

        

  
  
 

 
 

TELEPHONE: 973-763-8500
FAX: 973-763-4800

76 South Orange Avenue 
Suite 207

South Orange, NJ 07079
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“To reach real peace in the world, we will have to begin with the children.”
– MAHATMA GANDHI

Next Step Consulting
Congratulates

SeCond Street Youth Center and itS StaFF
For all of their hard work and dedication to the Children and Families in Plainfield!



Aqua Flow Free Inc
(973) 669-2522

Congratulations to
SECOND STREET YOUTH CENTER, INC. 

on your
Golden Anniversary







The Collaborative Business Group
Strategic Business Partners



Congratulations to 
SSYC and Tonights Honorees

ON THEIR

Golden Anniversary Gala

285 MAIN STREET
WEST ORANGE, NJ, 07052
PHONE: (973)- 731- 0333

FAX: (973) 629- 1770

“We Insure The Things That Matters Most”



ADVANCED
POWER

3061 Phesant Dr. North Hampton PA 18067 
Email: kim@comroeap.com 



             

Congratulations Second S�eet You� Center
For 50 years of dedication to children and their families in the Plainfield Community.

             

Congratulations Second S�eet You� Center
For 50 years of dedication to children and their families in the Plainfield Community.
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Majestic Title CompanyMajestic Title Company

Congratulations to SSYC
for Serving Over 50 Years of  

Transforming Lives and Building Communities





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

 
       

 
   

 
     

 
      

      
 

     
 
 

 
 

 

   
   

    
      

  
  

                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

THE SECOND STREET YOUTH CENTER INC. 
ON YOUR 

2019 GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY GALA 
 

CELEBRATING MORE THAN 50 YEARS OF 
TRANSFORMING LIVES & BUILDING COMMUNITIES 

 
WISHING YOU CONTINUED SUCCESS! 

 
 

 
 
 

   
   

    
      

   
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

      
  

    
 

      
     

 
    

 
 

 
 
 

LINDA S. CARTER 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN, 22ND DISTRICT 

UNION, MIDDLESEX, SOMERSET COUNTIES 
200 WEST 2ND STREET, SUITE 102 

PLAINFIELD, NJ 07060 
(908) 561-5757 

EMAIL: aswcarter@njleg.org 

LINDA SS CCARTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

 
       

 
   

 
     

 
      

      
 

     
 
 

 
 

 

   
   

    
      

   
  

                  







Congratulations to:

SSYC and Tonights Honorees
ON YOUR

Golden Anniversary Gala

A COMMUNITY IMPACT DEVELOPMENT FIRM



Thank you for the investment you are making
in the future of our children and the work of

second street Youth Center
for decades to come! 

One of the best investments we can make in a
child’s life is high-quality early education

–barack Obama 




